
Converting HP Envy Laptop OS from Windows 10 to Linux Fedora 30 
  

“Fedora Linux® is sponsored by Red Hat.  Both the Fedora Linux ® distribution and Red Hat® 
Enterprise Linux are open source technologies... Fedora is built by the community for the benefit of 
the community ...” - from the official website 
 
Software developers interested in a workstation or laptop operating system 

compatible with the server’s operating system they are targeting will find the 

Fedora “complete open source tool box” an ideal choice. Here is one possible 

way to convert a workstation or laptop to fit the needs of a developer. 

 
1.  Backup user data from the HP Envy hard drive to reliable media on another 

computer on the LAN or an external memory chip.  Keep your data copied 

separately to at least three different media locations, for example SD 

memory chip, hard drive, and File Storage on IBM cloud. 

 

a. Depending on the amount of data this can take a long time, hours, 

maybe days, due to the  transfer speed of the HP hard drive.  In this 

example Windows task manager lists the hard drive transfer speeds ranging 

from 2 to 10 Mbits/second, while the LAN connection was around 50-100 

Mbits/second. 

 

2.  Determine the Startup Menu functions keys to be pressed during startup.  

a. Shut down the computer with the Windows shutdown icon.  

  

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 
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https://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
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If the power button is still lit the computer is not off, press and hold the 

power button for 5-seconds or more until the light goes out.

 
 
b. Turn power on again.  Immediately press the <Esc> key repeatedly until 

the BIOS/UEFI Startup Menu appears on the screen. 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



3.  Determine the hardware characteristics from the BIOS setup screen. In the 

BIOS Setup menu press <F1>System Information, or <F2>System 

Diagnostics (UEFI3). 
 
For Example 

a. Manufacturer name: Hewlett Packard 
b. computer model: HP Envy TS15 Notebook PC  
c. CPU – Intel core i7-4700MQ @ 2.40 GHz 
d.   CPU bits: 64 
e. GPU: Intel Graphics 4600 
f. hard drive manufacturer and capacity 

Type: ATA 
Model: Toshiba MQ01ABD100 
Capacity: 1000GB 

g. DVD drive available: External 
h. wireless chip:   Functional 
i. internet chip:    Yes 
j. USB ports:          Yes 
k. HDMI ports:      Yes 
l. external ethernet port: Yes 
m. memory: 16GB  
 

4. Connect an external DVD drive if not available internally.

 
 
 
 
5. Acquire the appropriate Fedora DVD (or USB live) from a reputable vendor. 

a. Insert the Fedora Live DVD into the DVD drive. 

OR 

b. Insert the Fedora Live USB into the USB receptacle 

 
  

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



6. Running the live demo does not overwrite the hard drive. To confirm that 

the OS will work with this laptop: 

a. Restart the computer according to steps 2. a) and b)  

b. In the Startup Menu press <F9> Boot device options  

    
 
c. In the Boot Option Menu then select <USB CD/DVD ROM Drive>, then 

ENTER button. 

         
 
 
  

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



d. In the Fedora initial screen select <Start Fedora-Workstation-Live 30> 

          
 

e. Continue IF the Fedora Workstation Live meets your 

requirements. 

 
 

  

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



7. Wipe the hard drive with zeros.  This is permanent, be sure you want to 

continue: 

a. Power down and then restart the computer into Windows.  

b. With a web browser find and download Partition Assistant Standard from 

aomeitech.com onto the computer. 

c. Install the Partition Assistant and then run it 

 
d. Click on the Wipe Hard Drive icon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Choose Fill sectors with Zeros.  Only choose this once! 

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 

https://www.aomeitech.com/


 
 
 
f. Acknowledge that the hard drive and system partition will be completely 

removed. Click Yes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



g. In the upper left hand corner by the Apply button, make sure there is only 

one process to be completed. Otherwise the wipe will take forever.  Click the 

apply button. 

 
 
h. In the lower left, note how many hours this may take in this case 8 hours 49 

minutes. Reconfirm the intent to wipe the hard drive by clicking the 

<Proceed> button. 

 

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



i.  Click Restart into PreOS mode. Click <Ok>. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

j. Wiping the hard drive will take several hours.  The screen will give a percent 

complete indication. 

  

Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 



 
8. Install Fedora onto the recently wiped hard drive 

 

a. Restart the computer according to steps 2. a) and b)  

b. In the Startup Menu press <F9> Boot device options, 

c. In the Boot Option Menu then select <USB CD/DVD ROM Drive>, then 

ENTER (note that OS boot Manager has been removed) 

d. Assuming that the Fedora Live CD is still in the DVD drive, the PC will boot 

to the Fedora initial screen; select <Start Fedora-Workstation-Live 30> 

e. Choose the option to install Fedora onto the PC hard drive. 
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Disclaimer: Proceed at your OWN risk!  Instructions may not work similarly on your PC. 
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